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ABSTRACT
This study was carr-jed out in the northern bank Qf'MFNP, in the-areas of lagagi and pabiteast parishes. in

purongo subcounty Nwoya district.The study examined the trend oflion population in MFCA using

secondarydata sources.the. study also involved field interviews in house' holds.in Pabit east and Lagagi

parishes about the, activities.they carried outand how they impacted .onlions .populations,the human-lion

conflicts thatresulted as a result of the livestockitems being predated on by lionsand suggestions.in

whichthe.losses would be ..addressed'. The primary-data from thefield was collecreduslng questionaires

and analysedusing SPSS. Secondary data was analysed using excel and AreOrS and google: earth,
. .

The report consists of five-chapters that is; chapter one' which .includes the introduction, back ground of

.studY, statement of the problem, .~eneraJ and specific objective" of the study, research question,
significance ofthe study,justification and the scope of the study chaptertwo Includes the literature.review

and chapter three-includes the research desigr, the study.population, samplingtechniques, data collection

'methods, data collection instruments; chapter four includes the presentation offindings and analysis, arid

chapter five comprises 'of: discussions, conclusions and recommendations.
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CHAPTER ONE: (jENERAL INTRODUCTION~

1.1 INTRODUCTION.. . .

Uganda.is one of the countries with the fastest growing populations in theworld with Uganda's cur~.e.l,lt

population growth rate at 3.1% according. to world.watch institute. There has been increasing demand
for land for settlement, grazing; crop cultivation among othersas a resultof this growth, the demand for
·land for all these activities .has resulted into encroachment on protected areas which impacts.negatively

on the survival and existence of the flora and fauna.this study rooks at the-impact of humail activities on

the lion populations in rnurchsion 'falls national park a case study of Purongo subcounty Nwoya district.

1.2 BACKGROV~ OF STIrD-Y.
African Lions (pan/hera Leo.) are carnivorous mammais that, come from family felidae with other
members in this family being, tigers,jaguars, leopards and cheetahs. They are geographically mainly

distributed in sub-Saharan Africa but can also be found jn ZoOS internationally, India in.the Gir. forest
NationalPark and some parts of Asia .. In Uganda lions are found .in national parks such as Murchison
faits, Queen Elizabeth ..kidepo valley and Lake ¥puro. national parks. LiO.i1 live in groups called prides,

A typical pride.of lions consistsof'abour six related females, their dependent.offspring ...and a "coalition;'
or Z-:-:3resident males. that joined the pride from. elsewhere. Most daughters -are .recruited into their

mothers' pride although about a, third-disperse to· form new prides~OPride size ranges from 1-.;.21females,

and mid-sized pridesenjoy the highest reproductive rates, andfemales in the-same pride breed at-similar

rates. Young. males ~l~ays·leave home in search of unrelated mates. Coalition size varies fI9Ir! 1-10
males, and coalitions of~lO malesconsist entirely of males born inthesame pride, whereas.pairs and

trios often include unrelated individuals,

1.3 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM.
As-human populations have expanded and developed" all of the world'slions have experienced-major

contractions in"th~lr geographical ranges, often becoming confined particularly-to protected areas where

human densities are low (Linnell, Swenson &".AhdeI's·en, 2001; Woodroffe, 2001}.Human impacts. on

·Ifons extendeven Into protected areas, particularly for wide ranging lions-that often range beyond reserve

boundaries. Such species are vulnerable to being killed, deliberately 'or accidentally, by people in. ..' .

adjolning unprotected Iands. Theresulting edge effect may be-severe enough to bring about the extinction

of nominally protectedpopulations (woodroffe and Ginsberg 1998).And inUganda the biggest decline.

in lion populations in Uganda has been in murchsionfalls national park. (Linnell, Swenson 8?; Andersen,
I
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