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ABSTRA,CT

The study was done to asses'Stobacco farmer's, wi llingness to adopt growing other cropsin Pajulu

Sub-County, Arua District. Data collected included; the benefirsand costs of tobacco cultivation

In the sub-county, access ability-to agricultural loans, inputs, extension and other farmer Support

services, the-impact of tobacco growing on food production, tobacco growers perception' about

the potential of other crops to replace tobacco and existing economically viable alternatives for

tobacco growers. The' study used, case study design, A total of 30'respond~nts'were interviewed.

Four-parishes 'Were'purposively selected from biased perspective of where tobacco is being grown

within file sub-county. The farmers sampled from each parish ranged from ~-13 people whQ were

conducted through. a snow ball process. The 'study used interview guides focused.group

discussions, documentary analysis and .direct observation to collect data. The data was analyzed

using descriptive methods since the research was qualitative in nature.

The findings indicate that tobacco production impacts-a lot of costs to farmers compared to the

benefits with $7% fanners rating labour requirements being very high in addition to other input

costs yet. revenuesgot from it can't .be able to counter the costs and satisfy the farmers plan in

year. Most farmers interviewed gottheir inputs from-the tobacco companies accolJnling76:7%,.

together with other agricultural loans, extension and other support services. In exploring the

growers perception 53..3% were willing to adopt.or replace tobacco growing with othercropson

condition that thecrops that they replacetobacco With cams ready markercreated by government,

government offers, special agriculrural loan to them,' inputs, extension and other services through

formation of 'cooperatives for the various crops.

vi'i

Based on the study the following recommendations were made: increasing. access to agricultural

credit, enhancing access to agriculturalinformation and strengthening the existing.institutions to
effectively carryouttheir duties and the study also suggested areas of-action as a' Way forward like

identifying alternative CI;OPS tq tobacco according to elimare and .soil tYl)e', undertal\in~

sensitization program to make them aware of problems associated. with tobacco cultivation,

enhancefarmers technical know- how and improve marketing infrastructurefor alternativecrops,

assist farmers with inputs and effective, use of environmentally sound measures to control pests

.and diseases,



CHAPTER; ONE; GENERAL INtJ,l.ODUCTI.ON.

1.1 Introduction

This covered background to the study, statementofthe problem, objectives of the study, research

questions: conceptual framework, significance of the study; scope of the study and limitations .of

thestudy.

1.2 Background to the study

As Agriculture forms the backbone of Uganda's economyjust like any other Aitican countries

with cash crop 'production 'for export and local consumption, about ~50/0.9fthe.people in Uganda

derive their livelihoods from agriculture which accounts. for about 85% .of'the-export earnings,

66% of government revenue and 42% of the gross domestic product (N EMA, 2,002). The main

cash crops ofUganda includecoffee, tea, cononand tobacco, In Ug~mta tobacco iscurrently

grown in areas such as' Arua and ,Mal'acha Districts in West Nile, Gulu, Lira, Masindi, Hoima,

Mubende anti Rukungiri (Onzima and Birikilllzira,)OOO. Tobacco Crop \\I~S first introduced in

the. early 192'O's and 'it has 'risen today to become-a major.sourceof revenue for many rural homes

and the government of U ganda inform of taxes collected I1-QH1 the .fQb.acco companies. Tobacco

holds an unparallel position among crop plants (Akehrusr, (968'). It is one ofthe veryfew crops

entering the worldmarker entirely on leaf basis and plays an important parr-in international trade.

Ii .is th~ most widely grown commercial non-food plant in the world (Taylor (927).

Page 1of 49

As tobacco control measures continue to gain momentum around the, world, various stakeholders

have expressed concern that these policies are likely to have serious-negative consequences for

the economies Of tobacco-producing countries. The 'World Health Organization framework

Convention on Tobacco Control (WHO FeTe) is to' curtail tobacco consumption to tbe greatest

extent possible. For individuals and nations involved ill tobacco production, and marketing, this is

regarded asa serious threat and has given rise to various calls tor crop substitution 8(iQ long-term

diversification efforts 10 farmers operating small businesses on-their farms. Equally, some

advocating for tobacco control' have gone further. and 'called for reduced production on grounds

that tobacco is nora good choice-for smallholder' farmers, ruraleconomies (W the environment. As

.such the. research therefore seeks to investigate willingness offarmersto substitute tobacco

growirrg tor other' crops which. include 'among others vegetables, cassava, beans, ground' nuts etc,
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