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ABSTRACT
The socio-economic effects of fishing on the livelihood of people of Majanji sub-county Busia
district were studied, 'Study objecti ves included finding out the' social. economic effects Of fishing
to the peop Ie of' Majanj i sub-county ,Busia District; the causes of high spread of fisheries related
diseases in the fishing communities; the roles played.by women in the.fisheries ..sector and their
well-being and finally the 'initiatives taken' by, the Government bodies to improve upon the,
fisheries sector ofMajanj i.sub-ceunty,

A cross -sectional study was used which involved use of questioners, covering 60 respondents .
.Data collected was analyzed.using SPSS 16, This facilitated the generation of frequency tables,
.graphs,. pie-charts aria cross-tabulation for bivariate analysis.

The study findings indicated that, the socio-economic effects of' fishing included provision of
domestic income, food, employmentas tangible benefits. The-majority of community members
had alternative preferred econom ic activities to' fishing. The study also indicated that reduced
catch is increasingly becoming a major challenge which 'fisheries resource users. -are
encountering. This. shows that 'the stock -are reducing due to poor fishinggears accompanied
with over fishing and, indiscriminate, fishing, of certain fish species thus deterioration in socio-
economic effects of'fishing -to-the community' hence posing' a need to address such challenges ..

Finally, the' study also indicated that there, is a gender imbalance in,fisheries sector which mostly
neglects women and fish traders respectively in Majanji fishing community. Study findings also
.indicate that majority ofrespcndents have knowledge on conservation 'methods and are-willing to
adoptthem.

Conclusively, it's clear the fisheries resources have significant effects to the livelihood ofpeople
through provision of food, income' arid employment opportunities. However the, increasing
'demand for the Jeso.urce has threatened fish stocks With extinction due 'to 'over exploitation.

'Xi

The researcher therefore recommends that.for an increase insocio- economic effects of fisheries
resources; value additional" activities should be encouraged for example processing fish fat for. . .' . .

generation of fish oils Which is good for human health .arrd the same time activities, like (sorting;
washing fish, icing of fish, drying", removing the fish gut) among others ail provide more
employment opportunities ..therc by 'jncreasingpeople's income- hence improve livelihood of the
community.

,.



CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.1 General mtroductioa

This chapter covets the background of the. study" problem statement, the general objective,

specific objectives, research questions) scope of the study and the conceptual framework.

1.2 Background of the study

Fisheries resources. are among.the most significant natural endowments of Uganda, With about

20% of its surface area: covered by water, Ug;lJ1Qahas enormous fisheries resources potential for

both capture fisheries and aquacultureproduction, Uganda's fisheries Jandscape includes.the five

Iarge lakes of Victoria, KYQga, Albert, Edward, George and Kazinga Channel, 1.60 minorlakes,

rivers (Albert Nile), swamps and floodplains aIL of' which are critical habitats, breeding and

nursery grounds for fish .and suitable sites for fish farming. Uganda" s fisheries resources are not

'only diverse in aquatic 'ecosystems but also in fish' species biodiversity. Melba G. Bondad-

Reantaso,.2000.

rh~National Development Plan (NOr:) recognizes fisheries as one ofthe primary growth sub

sectors and· the Agriculture Sector Development Strategy and Investment Plan (ASDSJP)

considers fish amon~ the first 10 agricultural commodities to be promoted. 'Cognizant of the

aforesaid policy directions, the Department of Fisheries Resources whioh .is. mandated to

promote, guide, support and regulate fisheries sub .sector has significantlycontributed to the

economy in terms of employment creationIncome, food security ..Overall.fisheries sub sector-is

estimatedto contribute i2% to the. agricultural GDP arid'2.5 % to the. national GD~. Over thelast.

to yeats, the fisheries sub sector has taken a strong 'position in the country's. economy as the

second largest foreign 'income earner after coffee (MFPED, 2(03) with the. Nile Perch.. Nile.

Tilapia and Mukene forming the mainstay ofthefishenes.

.Fish emerged as a non-traditional export commodity in the late 1980's, with export earnings

increasing from US$ 5,.3 'Million in 199] to US$, 83~3'million in 2010. The highest value from

fish exports ever realized was in 2005 when 36;6J4,toi1~ of factory.processed fishwere exported,
'generated US$143, 1.68 and accounting for 1.8. percent of total exports. The 'main export market is

1
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