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ABSTRACT
The study was. conducted in Bukasakya Sub County, Mbale District to study/analyze the
contribution of small scale dairy farming to houschold welfare, The main focus was on
identification of the production level of milk fom the dairy cows, amount of income earned by
the .dair_y‘- farniers, items on which income from the dairy enterpriSe is spent. The Data were
eollected through face to- face interviews and __'persona'l' Visits using questionnaires administered
o 65 SSDF who were purposively selected. Information was collected on the-contribution of the
dairy enterprise to the family income, level of education of the respondents, employment status
of respondents and the socio economic contribution of small scale daicy farming to household
welfare. Analysis of data was carried out using frequency counts and percentages and presented
using tables. About 64.6 percent of the respondents w;:ire between the age ranges of 30-50 years,
67.7 percent were male, 80 percent were married, 64.6 percent had attained education from
secondary and above, and 73.9 percent had. more than three dairy cattle in their herd. Most of the
egpondents produced between 5-10litres of milk per day with majority earned less than 200,000
Ushs per month from milk sale. Income from the dairy enferprise was used to. meet costs -of”
various items including; buying food, wiedical, school fees, house constiuetion and others. It can
therefore be concluded froni this study that small-scale dairy farming has a potential of
improying the welfare of households. Therefore the researcher recommends that there is need to
train. the $SDF on the management of dairy cattle/farm as a business enterprises, formation of
ce-operative sogielies through which they could establish milk co.llecting centers which could
assist them (o earn more income and also women should be empowered Lo start up small scale

dairyeriterprises.




CHAPTER ONE:INTRODUCTION

1.6. Background

Livestock production systems are important component in. local economies at both-the national
and farm household level where catlle consiitute the main livestock species kept by farmers
(Mlambol, ¢f af 1998). In Uganda, livestock preduction is an integral part of agricultural
production sysiem (Ministrir of A griculture Animal Industry and Fisheries (MAALF), 2004).

The agricultural sector grew by 22.5 percent that is an average of 5.2 percent per annum
between 1997/98 and 2001/02 (National Bureau of Statistics (UNBS); Dairy Development
Authority (DDA, 2002). Tt contributes over 60percent of total revenue and employs iore than
SOpercent of the total labor force, providing half of total income for the poorest three-quarters. of
the population, (Goitom, 2009).The livestock sub-sector contributes 17percent to 19percent of
the agricultural GDP and 7 to 9pereent of the National GDP with dairy industry estimated to

contribute 40 to 30percent (_kasi_l_'__yc, 2003).

Accerding to the Dairy Development Authority, the cattle population has incrgased steadily from
5.50 million herds in 1996 to about 7.5million herds in 2012 (Wozemba and Nsanja., 2008) with
mixed farming smallholders and pastoralists together owning over 90percent of the national
cattle herd (FAQ., 2004) and 60__|)ercent of the houschiolds keep mostly (95percent) indigenous
catle while the exotic dnd crosses accotnting for the: baldance (NADDS: King., 2002).The
increase in caitle population has been attributed to general improved animal health. as-result of
the nationwide discase control, tmproved breeding programmes and betlér management

practices.

Milk and mitk products in Uganda are mostly from eattle and about 34 per cent of the present
cattle population are dairy cattle. Because of the high productivity associated with intensive dairy
farming methods such as zero grazing of improved breéds, most farmers have adopted modem

farming techniques at various levels of production. (Wozemba and Nsanja 2008).

Within the Livestock industry, dairy development continues te receive the greatest attention in the
development.of the animal industry in Uganda, Consequently, total nationai milk production has

grown from 365 niillion litres in 1991 to over 900 miillion by end of 2001 and 1,400million in
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