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ABSTRACT
This research was conducted in order to assess the role of co-operative societies in livestock:
development in Luwero Sub County, Luwero district, Uganda, The p‘ri‘mar’y data for this research
were obtained from a sample size of 138 respondents who were livestock farmers who belonged
to cooperative socicties in the study area using purposive sampling technique. The research
instrument used was an opened and closed ended questionnaire administration -and the primary
data- obfained were analyzed by means of descriptive statistics (frequencies and percentages)
using the Statistical Package. for Social Scientists (SPSS vetsion 16.0) software. The results
showed that (58.7%) of the respondents were above 35 years of age, (33.6%) were female and
56.8% had more than primary education. Thirteen point eight percent (13.8%) had access to
market infonnation. Seventy nine point seven percent (79.7%) of the respondents had access to
credit and (31.16%) utilized their credit for livestock rearing. Seventy point two-nine (70.29%)
benefitted from being members-of co-operative societies. Most of the farmers (28.3%) kept both
poultry and pigs. The major problem faced by the respondents was that of high interest rates
(33.3%). The study concluded that co-opérative societies  played important roles in livestock:
developritent in Luwero Sub County as they provided credit facilities, trainings on livestock
husbandry management practices and qp_grade of livestock breeds through Artificial
inseminationr. The study recommendations included the need to avail the farmers with market
and market information, Iowering of interest rates on credit so that more farmers can obtain

credit since it i$ a limiting factor.




CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background

Agriculture is considered to be the backbone of Uganda and livestock is a compotent of
agriculture. Farmers keep livestock and get products like; milk, meat and eggs. Access to market
is a challenge and yet some of the products are perishable and this leads to .th'e farmers incurting
losses. Some farmers may want to expand their farms or even purchase inputs before they start
realizing products from their animals but they are limited by lack of credit to enable them

-accomplish those tasks.

Livestock contribute about 30% of the Agricultural gross domestic product (AGDP) in the
developing world, and about 40% of the global GDP. Due to growing populations, increasing
urbanisation, which raised the demand for easily cooked nutritious food, and rising incomes
which allow people to express their food preferences, the demand for livestock products is the
fastest growing agricultural market, especially for the products in which smallholders can be

competitive.

There is no way to reach the goal of doubling of food production by 2050 without. making
livestock: production more efficient, but this must be achieved while at the same time reducing
the négative impacts of livestock products on human health and livestock on the environment. In
countries such as China; India, Nigeria, South Africa and Uganda there are doubts about the
capacities of their animal industries to respond to the rapidly increasing -demand for foods of

animal origin (Swanepoel et al., 2010).

Cooperatives, as a special type of corporation owned and controlled by the members that use
their services, have existed formally since the industrial revolution. Typically, cooperatives are
formed to promote the shared economic welfare of individuals and groups that have determined

that they ean wield more market influence collectively than individually.
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