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ABSTR~CT
The research study on thedriversof riverbankdegradation of.Aturukuku River was conductedon

an Skill stretch in Rubongi sub-county, in Tor-oro district.

'"
The aim of the study was to assess the drivers .of riverbank degradation, assess the different

activities carried out in the. area and determine those that contribute to riverbank degradation, and

-finally assess the appropriate measures suitable for reversing. overbank degradation.

A number of methodologies used included interviews, questionnaires, observation and secondary

data to" obtain information. The gathered information was.coded and edited in Excel spreadsheet,

.SPSS, Minitab.and analyzed using bar-charts and tables.

Findings .revealed that riverbankdegradation is majorly caused byactivities such as agriculture,

sand excavation" and. cattle grazing, In addition to that, it was also .found. out that .the negative

impacts of riverbank degradation out weighed the positive ones ..The study further established

that.riverbank degradationis on fhe mcrease as a .result of. poverty,. PQOI'governance, increased

population that 'increase pressure on land, and unsustainable land use in the water. areas of the

river.

The study makes ..some recommendations that include; a forestation, buffer-zone demarcation,

awareness .campaigns, ridging, bridging, Regulations and dam construction to cover the

consequences of-riverbank degradation.
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CHAPTERONE~GENERAL INTRODUCTION

i.o, Introduction

Riverbanks' are. continuous Iy utilized in a hazardous manner res ulting to the degradation suchas

collapsing of the riverbanks, siltation of the river which raises -its Ievel thus causing floods with

minimum waters. during the. peak of the rains, Many steams andrivers were reported to have

flooded due to riverbank degradation causing a. lot of disasters. It is on this premises thai

interests of concern on riverbanks arose; that information on the drivers; activities that contribute

to the degradation, effects and possible mitigation and control measures became wanting for the

government, planners and stakeholders.

1.". B~ckgr ound.
Population pressure in Tororo district in. general. and in Rubongi sub-county 'in particular is one

of the factors that persuade 'people of'Rubongi community to 'cultivate along the riverbanks and

other areas around the river: The fertility of the soils. is also. one of the pull factors', Crop

cultivation and Tivestcck grazing fo.rm the main land use. Cultivation which is mainly done on

the riverbanks has led. to the depletion of the natural vegetation' and this. exposes. the soil to

erosion hence the type Of land lise in the area seem to be unsustainable as there is hardly any

observable soil and. riverbankconservation .in use .

.Riverbank degradation have often led to flooding in the area that is.Rubongi sub-county .in

particular duringthe rains with adverse effects and the habitat people.havelearnt to bear with the

losses thereof. The EI-Nlno exceptional high rain rainfall of September 1997 generated much.run

off and sediments thus leading to floods.

i.2 Statement ofthe problem.

Riverbanks are utilized in a hazardous manner resulting in the degradation such as collapsing 'of

the Riverbanks ~s~ltationof the river bed thus rais-ing. its level that cause floods with minimum

waters during the peak of the rains.

In addition -to. that, cattle watering along the riverbanks are not organized I..e. sections built!

designedforlivestock water is not planned, cultivations lip to the' banks facilitate soil erosion and

siltation, washing clothes/bathing with detergents pollutes the water, tapping water for irrigation

1
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