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ABSTRACT

The main objective of the study' was. to estimate the monetary value ..of direct use benefits of-

forests' in Pakanyi :Sub County, Masindi district. The specific objectives were to identify the

direct uses of forests, quantify the direct uses of forests, and attach monetary value to the direct

uses of forests, 'The study employed both qualitative and quantitative approaches. Data Were

collected using questionnaires, observation, and existing literature. Data were entered and

managed-in Microsoft Excel and.SPSS, and analyzed using descriptive statistics.

tile study findings revealed the. quantity of direct forest uses. as.foliows: 16.J2 pieces of timber,

:2.35 bundles.of firewood. 64kgs oflocal herbs, 295 sacks of charcoal, 2155 poles f6i' construction

613 kg of gamemeat, 144 bundles Of grass for thatching, 70: bundles.of fibers, 2.8.and 34 basins

of mushrooms and white ~H)lS respectively, and 3:?8 liters ofhoney.

The study findings indicate various direct forest uses: timber, fencing posts, poles, wild foods,

fibers, firewood, -,charcoal and local herbs. The study estimates the total monetary value of the

direct forest benefits at Uganda shillings 33,886,812 annually ... . . .



CHAPTER ONE: GENERAL INTR.ODUCTION

1.0 Introduction

Forests hl;e renewable and complex ecosystems capable of providing a wide. range of

environmental, economic, .social .and cultural benefits. They supply various products and

services, which contribute directly to the well being of people and are vital to the eCOn0111Y and

the environmental conditions of the country; While 'essential tales afforests are increasingly

recognized by the Ugandan society as a whole, their benefits and functions .are differently valued

amongst people and society segments. Moreover, such valuation continues to modifyover time,

due to changing needs and expectations of society (Doom 200 l). Forests have been central to

human Survival tOTas long as We have inhabited the earth. How people usc and value forests at a

particular place and rime, however, depends in large part on their scarcity or abundance relati ve

to changing human needs.

Historical patterns of forest land use reflected the cumulative effect of centuries of individual or

small group decisions about where to hunt, Where to settle, what land to clear for .agricu lture and

what. land top reserve for religious or other purposes. The values associated with conventional

.forest products, such as lumber and pulp and paper, pass directly through markets, On the other

hand, many benefits that-are derived from forests do not pass through markets, such as hunting,

fishing, or bird watching, cit the value .of the role that forests play inregulating weather patterns.

Therefore, it is becoming increasingly important to identify and evaluate these benefits dUGto the

increased pressures on the natural resources, the increased demand for non-market resources, and

.sociely's strong U~$I.r\;!to preserve the natural heritage tor future generations (Condon J ~)97),

1
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