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ABSTRACT
This research was carried in Usuk Sub County on a sample of 125 respondents rearing Boer ‘goat
crosses in five parishes sampled from 7 arises in the sub county. The general objective of this
research was to assess the factors influencing the survival of Boer goat crosses under a specific
management system. The findings were that farmers reared their goats under semi intensive
managemeit system with tethering goats on natural pastures more dominant than herding. They
only carried out feeding their goats on natural pasture with small supplementation with mainly
agricultural by products. Boer goats were majorly affected by diseases, internal parasites and
external parasites but the farmers were able to address such constraints in various ways'as shown in
tables 17, 18 and 19,
Nutritional constraints to Boer goat production among the farmers of Usuk Sub County included
inadequate feed supply, low feeding value of the available feed resources and reduced efficiency of
utilization of the available feed resources. Seasonal variations in quality and quantity of feed were
attributed to seasonal variations inrainfall and farmers were not practicing pasture improvement,
It is important to have a suitable fodder conservation method for smallbolder farmers to avoid the
seasonal variations in quality and quantity of pastures during the dry season
Strengthening the veterinary service delivery systems to cover most rural communities so as to
reduce or eradicate diseases challenges and properly control parasites.
The baseline information obtained in this study has indicated that rural goat production in general is
still at subsistence level indicating that there is a need to improve by continuing to provide the rural
farmers with improved goats in order to ratse the income of the rural people and increase food

security.




CHAPTER ONE
1.0 Introduction
There is an estimated population of about 7.6 million goats in Uganda and this is farmed by both
thie small scale farmers and the pastoralists and between 50% and 80% are kept by the rural
households (Okello. and Obwolo, 1984). Cattle production alone contributes about 25-30% to the
total agricultural output per annum; livestock production in Uganda also contributes to 5.25% to the
total GDP and 17% to agricultural GDP (MAAIF, 2001). This figure can be further increased by
integrating improved Boer goats. The potential for export of goats and goat products to the Middie:
East countries exists in Uganda; this will earn farmers attractive prizes and hence improve on their
household incomes. The indigenous breeds of goats kept in Uganda are; small East African goats,
Mubende goats and the Kigezi goats. Tmported breeds include; Boer goats from South Afiica,
Anglo Nubians, Toggenberg and Saarien. After realizing the importance of rearing improved goats,
the government of Uganda has initiated a strategy study for the development of small ruminants in
the country in the next 20 years (Okello, 2004). In Uganda, goats are reared on natural pastures and
grazing land which is estimated to comprise 16 million hectares and of which % of that are
rangefands while the improved pastures cover only 1.8 million hectares. Although there are
abundant feed resources base, there deficiencies in total digestible nutrients (TDN), digestible crude
proteins (DCP) and insufficient quantity of forage and browse for the goats most especially .in_th_e
dry season in some parts of the country due to overstocking of livestock and limited grazing land

since much of it is-used for crop production and little is left for pasture growth.

1.1 Background

Goats exist in natural environments such as rangelands and are a means of life sustenance to
resource-poor housetiolds, especially in areas where cropping is not feasible. Cominercial goat
production is gaining prominence in rangelands. In North East Uganda, goats have replaced cattle
as capital investment and source of income. Small ruminants are ideally suitable to small holder
production systems and increasingly important in gender development issues because of their small
size; high reproductive capacity and rapid growth rates. They provide a source of protein (milk and
neat) and cash that'is used to buy grain, and household utensils-among other household necessities
particularly in rural households. But due to increased deaths of valizable exofic breeds for example
Boer goats, and few survival cases espe.cially_ in Usuk, there was need to investigate how the

survivors adopted to the new environment so that conditions especially management practicés can
1
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