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ABSTRACT

Solid wasle management ‘is increasingly becoming a big problem in many cities in sub-
Sahara Afica of which Uganda is no exception. “Fhis is largely anributed to-the poor
institutional arrangement, lack of capacity and use of poor technology by waste management
Authorities iii addition to the poor waste storage and disposa'l-' methods by the communities
which subject them to health and-environmental problems.

The study was carried out in Ibanda town council Ibanda district. The aim was to establish
the fuidamental -causes of peor solid widste managément and seek the local people’s opinions
on how the problem would be handled in Ibanda Town Council. This could be used to
gencrate baseling information on the chiaracterization of solid waste stream and status of solid
waste management that can be used 1o design shorl and long term management plans for
municipal solid waste management in Uganda. The objectives were to-find out'what methods
are used 1o collect, store and dispose different solid wasie categories generated in the town
council, 10- cstablish reasons for prevalence of the diverse organic and inorganic-solid wastes
thrown about in Ibanda Town. Council and To determine stakeholders’ willingness 1o pay to
achieve better and cost effective solid wasle management practices in Town Councit.

Sclf administered questionnaires, personal intervicws dnd foeused group discussions: were
used to obtain information on the diffcrent solid waste management practices. The gathered
information was coded and edited in SPSS. and-analyzed using bar graphs and pie charts.
Tindings. indicated that residents disposed of waste at disposal pits, open “disposal” sites.
They also used substandard storage containers in sacks and cut jerry cans and ITC used open
surface colléction poinis. For these, residents stand greater chances of facing health and

covironmental risks.
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CHAPTER.ONE
1.0. INTRODUCTION.
1.1. Background of the stndy.

1.1.1. Global perspective about solid waste generation and management.

Poor solid waste management 15 not an individual couniry's problem but tather it is
iricreasingly becoming a big problem in many urban centers of the world: For instance,
according (o the 1999 State of the Environment Report for South Africa (DEAT, 1999), the.
country generates over 42 million nt’ of solid waste every year. This is about 0.7 kg pér
person per day, which is. more typical of developed countries than a developing country (by
comparison the Hgure in the UK is 0.73 kg, 0.87 kg i Singapore and 0.3 kg in Nepal). In
addition, 5 million m° of hazardous waste is gencrated every year (DEAT, 1999). Every day
2.6 million of domestic and commercial wasle water is processed at treatment works, The last
figure docs not include-agricultural and some industrial waste, which are the largest soutces

of waste (DEAT, 1999).

1.1.2. Solid waste management in Uganda,

Solid waste disposal and management is both -an urban and rural problem. Every person is a
potential generator-of waste and thus a contributor 1o this problem. It has more often turned.
out that the raic at which solid waste is generaled is. far higher than the capacity o
responsibly manage this waste, Waste is generated by, and from different sectors; domestic,
commercial, industry and others and in many instances; the waste management responsibility
has been left (o the government or administrative authorities, (NEMA, 2005). Thereflore, that
the immiediate stakeholders in the issue of solid, in this case the residents feed to join hinds
with (he authoritiés in dealing with this problem thal has. far-reaching environmental and
human health effects.

Uganda is one of the countries in the world that rank low in urbanization but this
notwithstanding, the urban population is growing. Actudlly, the urban population is growing
faster (3.7%) than the national average (3.4%). The implication of this growth is that
pollution issues. such as solid waste management and the provision of adequate safe water
alongside acceptable levels of sanitation COVerage will need closer altention (National

Environment Management Authority (NEMA), 2005). As Uganda’s urban areds- increase in
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