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AIJSTRACT

Solid waste. management is increasingly becoming a big problem in many cities in sub-

Sahara Afdc{l 61' which Uganda is uo exception. "l'his is largely attributed to .the poor

.institutional arrangement, lack of capacity and use of poor technology by waste management

Authorities iii addition to the poor waste storage and disposal methods by the communities

which subject.them to health and-environmental problems,

The study was carried out in Ibanda IOW1') council Ibanda district. The aim was to establish

the-fundamental causes. of poor sclidwasremanagcment and seek the local people's opinions
on how the problem would be handled in Ibanda Town Council, This could be used to

generate baseline information on the characterization of solid. waste stream and status of solid

waste. management that can be used to design short and Iong term management plans fqr

municipal solid waste management in Uganda, The objectives were to find outwhatmethods

are used to collect, store and dispose different solid waste categories generated iu the town

council, to establish reasons for prevalence of the diverse organic and inorganic solid wastes

thrown about in Ibanda Town Council and. To determine stakeholders' willingness to pay to

achieve better and cost effective solid waste. management practices in Town Council.

Self administered questionnaires, personal interviews and focused group discussions were

used to obtain information on the -diffcrent solid waste management practices. The gathered

information was coded .and edited in SPSS and analyzed using bar graphs and pie charts.

Findings indicated that residents disposed of waste at disposal pits, open "disposal" sites.

They also used substandard storas.e containers in sacks and cut jerry cans and ITC used open

surface collection points .. For these, residents stand greater chances of facing health and

crrvironmcntal risks ..
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1.0~ IN Tl{ODUCTIQN.

i.i. Background of-the. study ..

Ll..L. Global 'perspective about solid waste generation and management.

POOf solid. waste management is not an individual. country's problem but rather it is

increasingly becoming a big problem in many urban 'centers of the world: For instance,

according to the. 1999 Slate of the Environment Report Ior South Africa (DEAT, 1999). the

counti-y generates over 42 million ni3 of solid waste every year .. This is about 0.7 kg per

person pqr day, whichis more typical of developed countries than 'a developing country Ow
comparison the figure in the UK is 0.73. kg, O.8Tkg 111'Singapore and 0.3 kg in Nepal). In

addition, 5 million Ih3 ofhazardous Waste is generated every year (DEAT, 199.9).I~very day

2 -.6- million -of domestic and commercial waste water is processed. at .treatment works ..The last

figure docs riot inelude-agneulturaland some industrial waste, which are the largest sources

Of WJ1Sto (DEAT,.1999)·.

1.1.2. Solid waste management in Uganda,

Solid. waste disposaf and management is both 'an urban and rural problem, Every person is a

potential generator-of waste and thus a contributor 10 this problem, It has more often turned.

out that the nile ,,1 which solid waste is generated is.. far. higher than the capacity to

responsibly manage this waste, Waste is generated by; and Irorn different sectors; 'domestic,

commcroiul, industry and others. and in many instances: the wastemanagement responsibility

.has been .left to the. government or administrative authorities, fNEMA, 2005). Therefore.fhat

the .irnmediarc ..stakeholdersin the issue of solid, in this case the residents need to join hands

with .Ihe authorities in. dealing with. this ]Jl'OQiCI)l Il~~1.has. far-reaching -environmentaland

human health effects.

Uganda is one '0:( (he countries i'n the' world that rank low in urbanization but this

notwithstanding, the urban population is growing. I\ct.ually,. (he..urban population is growing

Iaster '0.7(*1) tlran the national average (3..4%). '1'h~ implication of this .growth is that

pollution issues. such as solid waste management and the prevision of adequate safe water

alongside .acceprablc levels of sanitation coverage will. need closer attention (National

Environment Management Authority (NEMA), 200S). As' Uganda's urban ate as increase in

1
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