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ABSTRACT

The study was undertaken to estahlish the factors affecting loeal chicken production in Kapujan Sub

County, Katakwi district. Data was. collected from 110 respondents by wise of pretested questionnaires

o3
3

analyza coliected data, SPSS version 16 software packages were used, The resylts shawed that
respondents (50.9%) were between 35-50 vears old. The proportion of female respondents was higher
than males in the sub county, 64.5% and 35.5% respectively. The main occupation was mainly farming
(68.2%) Most respondents had more than 10 years (85.5%) of experiernice in chicken production. Their

literacy level was high, as the majority (72.8%) attained primary and secondary education. Mast farmers

(75.5%) do not provide separate housing for their chickens. §5.5% of the respondents. were feeding their

chicken by scavenging with additional supplements whereby 15.5% used bran of cereals, 41.8% kitchen
lefiovers, 10.9% commercial supplements. 31.8% used cereal grains. the supplements were given
irregularly (51.9%). watering of chickens was done by 79% of the respondents. 100% of the farmers
reported to have expetrienced disease. ouithreak. And many did not offen vaccinate theit chicken against
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NCD. 45.5% of respondents left sick birds with the healthy ones while 31.5 attempted to treat by
themselves. Provision of affordable vaceines and medicaments (34%); and Quality feeds (23%) were

farmer’s suggestion to improve local chickens as well as shortage of improved veterinary services.

Management practices such as Supplementary feeding, Housing of chicken, and Frequency of

vaccination of chicken significantly affected local chicken production in Kapujan Sub County. Training

of farmers foeusing on disease prevention, improved housing, feeding and wateting of chicken, are

highly recommended so as to improve production of chicken



CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background
The world poultry population has been estimated to be about 16.2. billion, with 71.6 % in developing
countries, producing 67, 718,544 metric tons of chicken meat and 57,861,747 metric tons of hen eggs
(Gueéye 2005). in Ethiopia Poultry population is estimated at 38 million of which 97.8% of the total
poultry population comprises. indigenous birds while 2.2% are exotic bteeds while in Kenya chicken
population is estimated at 22 million free-ranging indigenous chickens (MoLD, 2006) The national

chicken flock of indigenous chickens for Uganda 'was estimated to be 32.8 million as of 2008,

tepresenting 87.7% of the total chicken flock in Uganda (UBOS, 2009). Re_gj.onally_, the Eastern Region
had the highest nimber of indigenous chickens estimated to be 104 miliion while the Westetn Region
had the least number of indigenous chickens estimated to be 6.7 million (UBOS, 2009). The indigenous
chicken population in Katakwi district was estimated at 285,820 chickens (UBOS, 2009).

The indigenous chicken remain predominant in East African villages despite the introduction of exotic

and cross hred types, because farmers have nof been able to afford the high input requirement of

mtraduced breeds fC1 éve ?(mﬁ Alrhmmh the introduction of htoh y19[dmg chicken breeds in Africa

dates back to the 1950s village chicken comprise from five to fifty local types. In most African countries
, the chicken have no regular health control programs, may.or may not have shelter and scavenge for

most of their nutritional needs(Gugye 2005).

i:_w;.

“The miain congept of the study is that village chigkens form the basis for increasing food production-
income in the rural communities of Uganda. Management of Local chicken by most farmers is Irnproper
‘tor ‘example they perch on trees exposing them to predators, and birds are fed on ine
composition causing deficiency diséases. Accotding to the records in the District Veterinary Officer’s
‘office, information on poultry is scarce and as such poultry production in Kapujan Sub County is likely
to be suffering from some of the many retrogressive factors that make the industry not realize its full

potential. This research would combine technical improvements and socia economic aspeets re quired 10

achieve increased chicken production and income generation in Kapujan Sub County.
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