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ABSTRACT

This study was motivated by the socio economic impact of forest degradation taking a case study
of Amoni~Akinei natural forest which is located in. Busitema sub-county in Busia district. The
study was carried out by looking at the benefits people derive from the forest, the causes of the
loss of forest cover, and the impacts of forest degradation and the willingness-of people to adopt
improved methods in order to ensure sustainable utilization of the forest.

Degradation of forests in Uganda has become a serious problem, -thou_‘_gh.. the causes 'I'eadin'g to
loss of forest cover are diverse. This study focused on forest degradation often limited to the area
of assessment of changes in forest cover. While thése assessments are. important, it is also
important to look into the consequences of loss of forest ¢over and the people who are affected,
how they are affected and to what exterit they are affected. This study aimed at evaluating the
factors and processes leading to the loss of forest cover in Ndaiga village as well as the
‘consequences of the forest cover loss.

However, the study also. was focused on livelihood consequences and the willingness of the
people to adapt improved measures of ensuring sustainable utilization of the forest resources in
order to maintain the forest cover.

In conclusion, there is need for the government to properly manage the forest resources in order
to ensure their sustainable utilization for the benefit of the future generation.

Keywords: Livelihood, Dependence on forest, degradation of forest, Factors affecting
dependence and degradation of forest, Forest cover.
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CHAPTER ONE: GENERAL INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction

This chapter introduces the study topic; the effects of the loss of forest cover to the livelihood of
the people living in Ndaiga village Busitema sub-county in Busia district. It covers the
background of the study, the problem statement to the study, objectives of the study, research
qiestions to the study, significance/justification of the study and the conceptual frame work.

1.2Background of the study

1.2.1 What is a forest?

The term forest refers to a type of vegetation dominated by frees most of which at ‘maturity are
more than 5 m tall and establishes a minimum free canopy cover of 30% (National Forestry
Authority, 2008). It includes all alping, tropical high- and medium-altitude forests, woodlands,
‘wetland and riparian forests, plantations and trées, whether on public or private land (Ministry of
‘Water, Lands and Environment, 2001). For an area to be considered a forest, it should have a tree
cover of at least 20% or more and the area should not be <0.5 ha in size (National Environment
Management Authority, 2004 /2005). On the other hand, woodland is an area predominantly
covered with woody plants, trees over 4 m high, shrubs and grasses. When discussing the status
of forests in Uganda, woodlands are also included because many forests have extensive woody
species coverage. On the other hand, tree cover in grasslands and woodlands may increase
because of dynamics in the faunal populations leading to formation of a forest.

Forest nature reserves are areas that are designed by the forest department to be protected from
all forms of extractive resource use. They are in situ:conservation areas whereby species grow
wild In their environments. The legal protection afforded to them is from the forest Act,
(Government of Uganda1964) The objectives of maintaining forests as nature reserves have been
described by Howard (1991) |

1.2:2 Forest-governance in Uganda

In Uganda like any othér colonized countries, on attainment of independence, all hatural
resources becamie property of the government of Ugandd. The forest Act of 1964 retained the
colonial adm‘ini'stration approach of the forestry management. Under the 1967 constitution, forest
resources were centralized and managemient vested in the Forest Department (FD (Mugyenyi et
al., 2005. The National Forest Authority charged with the responsibility of management of
Central Forest Reserves evolved fiom then FD institutionalized in 1898. NFA manages only




REFERENCES

Scott, Penny 1998. From conflict to Collaboration: People and Forests at Mt. Elgon, Uganda.
IUCN, Gland, Switzerland and Cambridge, UK.158 pp.

Kasanga, R. Kasim 1988. Land Tenure and the Development Dialogue: The Myth Concerning
Communal Landholding in Ghana. Cambridge, England: Granta Editions

Stocking, Michael and Scott Perkin 1992. Conservation-with development: an application of the
concept in the Usambara Mountains, Tanzahia. Transactions of the Institute of British
Geographers NS 17: 337-49,

Rudel T.K., Schneider L., Uriarte M., Turner B.L. 2nd, DeFries R., Lawrence D., Ge_ogheg_an I,
Hecht S., Ickowitz A., Lambin EF et al., 2009. Agricultural intensification and changes in
cultivated areas, 19702005. PNAS 106:2067520680.

Boucher D., Elias P., Lininger K., May-Tobin C., Roquemore S, Saxon E., 2011. The Root of
the Problem: What‘s Driving Tropical Deforestation Today? Union of Concerned Scientists.
Cambridge, Massachusetts.

(Gachanja, M., 2000. View of an assessment report on degradation of EburuBahati Forest Action
News Network, Nairobi pp: 5.

NEMA, 1999.Constitutional reforms.State of environment report for Uganda. National
Environment Management Authority; Kampala Uganda, pp: 225 to 228.

Natusiimira, p, 2007.Imprisoned for protecting a forest.National Forestry Authority, Kampala,
Uganda.

Muthoka, M.G, A.B. Rego and Z.K. Rimbui, 1998. Environmental Education: Essential
knowledge for Sustainable Development. Long horn publishers, Nairobi, Kenya, pages: 177.

Otieno, A.C. and M. Buyinza, 2010. Collaborative forest management in Uganda: A strategy for
controlling deforestation in West Bugwe Forest Reserve, Busia District. Res. J. Applied Sci., 5:
337 to 344.

‘Watasa, M., 2010. Forest evaluation: Lessons from the namiwasa and luwunga. The forest News
from the Uganda Forestry sector April 2010, Issue No. 26, NFA. Kampala, pp: 4 to 5.

Siminyu, F., 2009. From the press: Kenyans encroach on Sb'uth Busoga Forest Reserve. The
Forester, News from the Uganda Forestry Sector Issue No 24, NFA, Kampala, pp:6

a1




Leggat, G.J., 1954. Working plan for South Busoga Central Forest Reserve.Busoga District,
Eastern Province Uganda.

Devenport, T., P. Howard and R. Mathews, 1996.Soith Busoga Forest Reserve biodiversity
repott. Department of Forest, Kampala International University, Uganda.

Afolayan, Timothy A. 1980. "A synopsis of wildlife conservation. in Nigeria."Environmental
Conse_r’v’&tiOﬂ?(S’) - 207-212.

Rayliss-Smith, T.P. 1994. The Adoption of Alley Cropping by Tropical Rain Fotest Farmers:
Top-down Enthusiasm but Bottom-up Rejection? Unpublished seminar report.

Beavers, John 1994. Tenure and Forest Exploitation in the Petén and Franja Transversal delNorte
Regions of Guatemala. Washington, DC: The World Bank.

Ellis Frank 2000, Rural Livelihoods and Diversity in Developing countries.Oxford University
Press. UK.

Gezon, Lisa L. 1997. Political ecology and conflict in Ankarana, Madagascar. Ethnology 36(2):
85-100.

Wass Peter (Ed), 1995. Kenya’s Indigenous Forests: Status, management and conservation.
TUCN, Gland, Switzerland and Caibridge, UK.

Mugyenyi, O., B. Twesigye  and E. Muhereza, 2005.Balancing nature conservation and
livelihoods: A legal analysis of the forestry evictions by the National Forestry Authority. ACODE
policy Briefinig paper No. 13, ACODE, Kampala, Uganda.

Howard, P.C. (1991) Nature Conservation in Uganda’s Tropical Forest Reserves JUCN, Gland,
Switzerland and Cambridge, UK.

National -Environment Management Authority (2002) State of the Environment Report for
Uganda.Government of Uganda, Kampala.

National Environment Management. Authority (2004 /2005) State of the Environment Report for
Uganda.Govérnment of Uganda, Kampala.

Ministry of* Water, Lands and Environment (2001).Forest Sector Review Report.Unpublished
report, Government of Uganda, 158 pp.

Martin, Claude 1991. The Rainforests of West Africa: Ecology—Threats—Conservation. Basel,
Switzerland: BirkhduserVerlag.

Kottack, Conrad Phillip 1990. Culture and ‘economic development’ dmerican Anthropologist
92: 723-731.

42




Mathieson, Alister and Geoffrey Wall 1982. Tourism: Economic, Physical and Social Impacts..
New York: Longman Inc.

Rodriguez; José Maria 1997. Costa Rican parks: fields of conflict. Forum for Applied Research
and Public Policy 12: 49-52.

Strasma, John D. and Rafael Celis 1992. Land 'ZtaXati'on_, the poor, and sustainable development.
pp. 143-170 in Sheldon Annis (ed.) Poverty, Natural Resources, and Public Policy in Central
America. New Brunswick, USA and Oxford, UK: Transaction Publishers.

Wells, Michae] 1992. "Biodiversity conservation, affluence and poverty: mismatched costs and
benefits and efforts to remedy them." Ambio21(3):237-243, 58

Hamilton, A.C. (1984) Deforestation in Uganda. Oxford University Press, Fast & Central
Affica. '

Salafsky N. :and Wollenberg E. 2000. Linking Livelihoods and Conservation: A Conceptual
Framework and Scale for Assessing the Integration of Human Needs. and :Biodive_rsit_y-. “World

Development Vol.28, No. 8, pp. 1421 1438,

GhaiDharam, 1994. Environment, Livelihood and Empowerment. Development and Change Vol
25, pp. 1-11. Institute of Social Studies. Blackwell Publishers, Oxford, UK

43




	Acheda 1.pdf
	Acheda 2.pdf

