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.;..
ABSTRACT
this study Was motivated by the sQCiQeconomic impact of forest degradation taking a case study
of Amoni-Akinei natural forest which is' located in .Busitema sub-county in: Busiadistrict .. The
study was carried out by looking at the benefits' people derive from the .forest, the causes of the
loss offorest cover, and. the impacts of forest degradation and the willingness of people to adopt
improved' methods in order to ensure sustainable utilization 0.1 the forest.
Degradation offorests in Uganda has become a seriousproblem, though-the causes Ieading to
10ss of forest cover are diverse. This. study focused 'on forest degradation often limited to the. area
of assessment of changes' in forest. cover: While these, assessments' are important, it i$. also
important to look into. the consequences of loss afforest cover and the people who are affected,
how they. are. affected and to what extent they are affected ...This study aimed at evaluating the
factors and: processes leading to the loss of forest. cover jn Ndaiga village as. well- as' the
.consequences of the' forest cover loss:
However? the study also. was' focused on livelihood consequences and the willingness 'of-the
,people to adapt -improved measures of ensuring. sustainable utilization of the forest resources in
order to maintain the forest cover.
in conclusion, there is need for the government to. properly manage the forest resources in order
to ensuretheir sustainableutilization fof the benefit of'thefuture .generation,

, j,',

Keywords: Livelihood" Dependence on forest, degradation of forest, Factors affecting
dependence and degradation of'forest, Forest covet.
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I CHAPTER. ONE: GEN$RAL Il'fl'RODUCTION

Ll Introduction

'This charter introduces the'.study topic; the effects of the loss of forest cover tothe.livelihood of
the people living in 'Ndaig~ village Busitema sub-county in Busia district. Ir covers the
background 'of the study, the problem statement to. the study, .objectives of the study; research
questions.to the study, .significance/justification of the study-and the conceptual frame work.

1.2:Sa~kground of the study

1.2~1 Wh~t is a forest?

The term forest refers to a- type of vegetation dominated by trees most of which at maturity-are
more than 5 m tall and establishes a minimum tree canopy cover of 30% (National Forestry
Authority, 2008). It includes aU 'alpine) tropical high- and medium-altitude forests, woodlands,
wetland and riparian fo rest's; plantations and trees, whether on public of private land (Ministry of
Water, Lands.andEnvironment, 2001). For an area to be considered a.forest, it should have a tree
cover ofatleast 20% or more and the. area .should not be. <0.5 ha in size. (National Environment
Management Authority, 4004/2005). On the: other hand, woodland is an .area predominantly
covered with woody plants, trees over 4 m high, shrubs and grasses. When discussing the status
of forests in Uganda, woodlands are also. mcluded because manyforests have 'extensive woody
species coverage. On the other hand, tree cover in grasslands and woodlands may. increase.
because of dynamics in the faunal populationsleading to formation ofa forest.

Forest nature reserves are areas that are designed by the. forest department to be protected from
all forms of extractive resource lise. They are.in situ. conservation areas whereby species grow
wild ~Q their environments. The legal protection .afforded to them Is frOIP. the forest Act.
(Government ofUganda1964)The objectives of maintaining forests as nature reserves have been
described by HoWard..(1991).

1.7.2 Forestgovert ..ancein Uganda

In Uganda 'like any' other colonized countries, on attainment of independence, all natural
resources became property of-the gnvernment. of Uganda. The forest Act. of 1964 retained the
colonial administration approach of the forestry management, Under the '1967 constitution, forest
resources were centralized and management vested in the Forest Department (FD (Mugyenyi cit
al., 20Q5. The National Forest Authority charged with the responsibility ef' management of
Central Forest Reserves evolved from then FD institutionalized in 1898. NFA manages only
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