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ABSTRACT

This study focused on assessing the socioeconomic impacts of agrochemical inputs in farm
production on small scale farmers, a case study of Ngetta sub-county lira district in Northern
Uganda. Specifically, the study aimed at: identifying the different types of agrochemical inputs
used by small scale famers, finding out the sociogconomic benefits of using agroehemical inputs

to small scale farmers, identifying the socioeconomic problems associated with use of

agrochiemical ifiputs on environment and tivelihiood, and suggesting possible measures to addiess

the problems associated with use of agrochemical inputs.

Data was collected uising questionnaires, interviews-and observation from (70) respondents. Data

was further processed and analyzed using excel and SPSS.

The study found dut that majority of the small-scalé farmers afe using artificial agrochemicals
compared 16 natural/Grganic inputs. Famers apply agrochemicals to reduce pest and disease
infestation but in turn it’s found that it kills soil living organisms leading to soil exhaustion
which reduces household productivity and as a measuré to reduce its impact the stﬁdy'suggested

regulation of use of agrochemicals.

Farmers prefer the use of agrochemical inputs in crop production as it helps reduce oni crop pest
diseases and weeds but its nse should be regulated and also agrochemicals used should be vetted

for its safety to'man and the envitonment..

Xi




CHATER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the study

Uganda is predominantly an agricultural economy: The'a_g‘ri’cult_ural sector contributes 43% to the
gross domestic product (GDP), providing employment fo over 80% of the workforce in rural
areas, and is a main source of foreign exchange earnings (85% of export e‘a’miﬂgS)’(lF DC, 2{)00).
The poverty level remains high especially in rural areas due to low produetivity: of land and
labour causing nearly oné-half of the populhﬁon lives below the poveity level and faces food
insecurity. The challenges of food insecurity and poverty are compounded by the health crisis
and environmental degradation that Uganda is facing. In confronting these socioeconomic
challenges, the agricultiral sector has a lead role to play. However, with its corrent low
-productivity status, the-agricultural sector can ‘do litfle to improve the socioeconomic situation.
The agricultural séctor itself requires a significant transformation for crop yields and fiicomes to
‘greatly increased and such transformation cannet be achieved without: the sound appliéation of
modern technologies embodied in improved seeds, mineral fertilizers, crop protection products

(CPPs), water management, and befter agronomic practices.

Most smaltholder farimers have therefore adopted the use of agroc_lmmicals_ fo boost their
productivity. Researchers c_mpha’siz’e.- the role of smaltholders in economic.growth,_ reducing
poverty and.ensuring food security, mainly in developing regions of the globg. They suggest that
growth in small-scale agficulture. has higher multiplier effects than in any-other sector (Mellor,
1995). Furthermore, small farms have a.positive  influence on developing the density of the rural
.popuiation, including the borderland and less beneficial territories. Henee; to some extent, they

are responsible for rural viability(Borychowski & Sebastian, 2020).
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