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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the study was to establish the effect of local language on learners’ performance in
English in Busolwe Town Council, Butaleja District. The objectives were to examine the effects of
Local language on Academic performance in English language in selected primary schools in
Busolwe Town Council, Butaleja District; To analyze the factors that lead to the failure of pupils in
English language in selected primary schools; To examine the effects of failure of pupils in English
language in primary schools; and to identify possible ways of improving the performance of pupils in
English language. The study used a descriptive cross section survey design that based on
questionnaires and interviews. The population included the head teachers, teachers, parents and
learners in the government aided primary schools in Busolwe Town Council, Butaleja District.
Quantitative methods were used to analyze the data. Quantitative data analysis was done by use of
frequency tables. The findings show that 99% (386) of the questionnaires that were distributed were
returned while 1% (4) was not returned. The study had more female respondents than male ones.
41% (160) was for male respondents compared to 59% (226) who were female respondents. The
study found out that that literacy promotes interpretation of questions. Regular use of local language
at school makes pupils to fail English. The study concludes that pupils who perform poorly in English
have reduced interest in academic work. Those who fail English resort to use of local language for
communication. The study finally concludes that emphasizing use of English in the daily life of
pupils can help to improve the performance of pupils in English Language. The study recommends
that teachers should create activities that can enable pupils to speak English language rather than
speak the local language to help pupils to improve their performance in English. Teachers also need
to encourage pupils to use English in their daily life for mastery. This can help them to get used to

using English and in turn improve their performance.
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CHAPTER ONE

1.0 Introduction

This chapter presents the whole background to the study. It shows statement of the problem, objective to the
study, research question, the scope and significance of the study

1.1 Background to the study
School systems are often challenged to meet needs of pupils who are not performing at grade level

expectations and provide support services to help those pupils to close the achievement gap. One
program that has been adopted in the hopes of Achieving that goal is Response to Intervention (RTI)
which promotes early intervention for pupils who are only slightly behind their peers however; state
funding isn’t available to operate this type of program Ministry Of Education and Sports (MOES
2016).

If schools cannot independently fund a Response to Intervention (RTI) Program, pupils must
struggle until they fall far enough below the benchmark to qualify special education services which

are state funded.

Logically, as the achievement gap grows larger, the odds of pupils closing it become increasingly
less likely. Schools must take action early, but a full scale Response to Intervention (RTI) program
that can target pupils’ needs in multiple subject areas is expensive. For schools sites where funds are
limited, such as the one involved in this study, it is possible that the limited resources available for
early intervention programs can be allocated towards a single subject area which can improve pupils’
performance in other areas. Since reading is a skill utilized in every academic subject area, it is a
logical domain to examine for a correlation relationship with other subject areas. In this study, data

was collected on pupils reading performance and math performance at the school side of study.

Globally local language is the primary language of the majority of people in the United Kingdom,
the United States, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, other former colonies of Britain, and territories
of the United States. It is also an official or semi-official language of many countries with a colonial
past, such as India, Uganda, Pakistan, and South Africa. Even in countries where English is not a
primary or official language, it is taught as a foreign language used as the language of technology
and diplomacy. English is spoken in most parts of the world than any other language and by more

people than any other language except Chinese.
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