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ABSTRACT 

This study examines how inadequate teaching and learning materials, affect the teaching and 

learning of the English Language. To investigate this issue, the study will be carried out in 

Progressive Secondary School Kitintale and Luigi Giussani High School.  

The researcher will seek opinions and responses from, teachers and learners concerning the 

importance of having adequate textbooks for the teaching and learning of the English language. 

The Descriptive Research Design will be used through face to face discussions, interview guides 

and questionnaires after which data will be collected from respondents. 

Data collection will be analyzed by frequency counts which will be computed into percentages 

and tabulations. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

English language is the official language of Uganda. It is also the official medium of education in 

the country. In secondary school, English language is considered among the seven compulsory 

subjects in the old   O’Level curriculum and the new curriculum. It is therefore important for a 

student to have a good command of the English Language, in order to excel in the Uganda 

Certificate of Education examinations.  

In some schools, especially in rural schools and poor schools, there is a challenge of inadequate 

teaching aids such as English textbooks, novels and plays. This has made it very difficult to 

conduct English language lessons. For cases such as reading comprehension, it is difficult to teach 

and learn because many of the students will not have access to a textbook on their table during a 

lesson. This means that they will not be able to read a given passage and answer the questions for 

that very passage. These students without a textbook, will not be able to pay attention in class, and 

fail to answer the questions of a given passage, or any other kind of exercise they are to attempt. 

 

1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 

When teaching the English language, teachers focus on ensuring that learners have a mastery of 

the four language skills that is listening, speaking, reading and writing. In the old Ugandan 

curriculum, learners sit for written examinations. Learners sit for two papers of the English 

language. Paper one of the English language focuses on functional writing. Paper two on the other 

hand focuses on grammar, summary writing and reading comprehension. The later will test 

students’ ability to read, listen and comprehend written works in English such as passages, and 

whether learners can construct correct grammatical sentences. The former basically tests whether 

learners can write creatively and impressively using the English language.  

The common textbooks used to teach the English language in Ugandan schools are English in Use, 

Practical English and Head Start Secondary English books. These books are used to teach learners 

and are usually used during reading comprehension lessons. At each table in a classroom, students 

will need at least one textbook for threes students at the table. The students will need to read a 
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