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Abstract

This study investigated the effectiveness of using instructional materials on teaching and learning
social studies in primary schools in Eastern Division, Tororo Municipality, Uganda. The study was
based on three objectives: To examine the effectiveness of using instructional materials in teaching
and learning social studies in primary schools; to assess the challenges faced in using instructional
materials on teaching and learning social studies in primary schools; to assess other ways how to
improve the teaching and learning of social studies in primary schools in Eastern Division, Tororo
Municipality. The study adopted a cross sectional survey design employing both quantitative and
qualitative methods of data collection. The study population comprised of 10 Head teachers and 135
teachers. The sample size was all taken from the population because the population was small and
therefore suitable to make a complete sample of this study. For qualitative data 06 head teachers
were selected from 10 schools and interviewed. The study used purposive and simple random
sampling techniques. The study used questionnaire and interview methods and the results were as
follows: It was discovered that teachers who use instructional materials other the rote method in SST
keep the children interested in class, hence increasing participation and maintaining memory of the
facts learnt. Also findings showed that teachers face challenges while using the instructional
materials in teaching SST. Some of these include lack of finances to purchase some of these
materials, unavailability of these instructional materials at school, mismanagement of the available
materials by pupils at school and wasting time while preparing materials for teaching. Findings also
show that most of the participants appealed to Government to provide some of these expensive
instructional materials such as electronic charts, videos, wall maps and many more. Also they
appealed to the Government to provide more training for teachers to acquit them with skills to handle
SST instructional materials. They suggested that students need more training to learn how to handle
these materials with care and to make their own instructional materials at school.

Key Words: Instructional Materials, Teaching and Learning, Social Studies
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Chapter One

Introduction

Background of the study

The Government of Uganda is concerned with providing basic education to the masses. This
explains why the government introduced UPE to cater for the growing people of Uganda (Oonyu,
2003). Otherwise the public continues to decry the poor academic performance of pupils in primary
schools which requires concerted efforts in teaching the pupils. Thus, effective teaching and learning
is a bedrock in performance.Nakabugo et al. (2007) investigated the instructional strategies for large
classes in primary schools in Uganda and revealed that classroom control and management
difficulties resulting into indiscipline; the difficulty in preparing teaching and learning materials
enough for the big numbers; and the difficulty in reaching out and interacting with all learners,
especially those with learning disabilities and the slow ones. Major concerns have been expressed
about the way instruction of social studies is being carried out in primary schools in Uganda. This is
because of the observed poor performance of most schools country wide. The major impediments to
effective teaching of the subjects range from the overwhelming subject content which cannot be
covered within the expected time; the dynamic nature of facts and concepts being studied and most
serious the lack of adequate teachers with sound knowledge and instructional approaches to the
subject (Oonyu, 2013).

Gikunda (2016) observes that most social studies teachers have a tendency of rushing through
the curriculum content so as to complete the work load, prompting many of the ignore the use of
instructional materials to reinforce their concepts and facts. What they are not aware of is the
advantage of instructional materials that would otherwise simplify their work and therefore enable
them to complete the syllabus in the expected time scope. They are not also aware that teaching is

made real with the use of instructional materials. The government of Uganda through the Education
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