THE POSITIVE IMPACT OF LITERARY CHARACTERS ON LITERATURE
STUDENTS

BY

MAYENDE COLLINS ISRAEL

BU/UP/2018/3264

A RESEARCH PROPOSAL
SUBMITTED TO THE FACULTY OF SCIENCE AND EDUCATION
IN PARTIAL FULFILMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS
FOR AWARD OF BACHELOR’S DEGREE
IN EDUCATION
OF
BUSITEMA UNIVERSITY

APRIL, 2022



TABLE OF CONTENTS

DIBCIAIALION. ...ttt b ettt b e ettt bt b e e n e ens iii
AAPPIOVAL ..ttt a e eh bt h bt nh ettt e ae bt et et st ens iv
DIBUICALION. ...ttt ettt b bbbt b s b et bbbt b et b et b e sa bbbt n s v
ACKNOWIBAGEIMENT ..ottt et et a e st e s te e b et e s be e st essesbeebeesaestesbeessessestesseessensesseesnansenes vi
AADSTTACT. ...t h e et b bt b bt r e n et ne b e vii
CHAPTER ONE ...ttt sttt sttt h et s bt s st et sheebe et e b e sbeeatenbeebesneensenbesneeanen 1
1.00 INEFOTUCTION .ottt b ettt b et b e bbbt b e nbeneas 1
1.1, Back ground Of the STUAY. ....cecceeieeiieciecece ettt ettt e te e et e eteeteenteente s 1
1.2, Statement Of the ProODIEM ......cov i 2
1.3, The purpose Of the STUAY .....ccecieeeeece ettt st b e eae s e seeneenes 2
1.4, ODbJectivVes OF the STUAY .....ceccueiiceeeeece ettt st s te et sbesbesraessesresreeneas 2
1.5, RESEAICN (UESTIONS .....eeitieiieiteesieestee st e cteete st testestee s e e st e see e s st e saeessaessseeatesstesstesssesnsaenteenseenseenseenseensees 2
1.6.  SIgNIficanCe OF the STUAY .......eoveieieiirireee ettt 3
1.7.  The SCOPE OF the STUAY.....ccueeeeieieceeece ettt sttt e et e s te e ebesreeseensenseseeas 3
CHAPTER TWO ...ttt ettt ettt ettt et e et e et e e bt et e et e et e enbeebeeabeeabeembeebeentean 4
LITERATURE REVIEW ...ttt sttt st st she e sae e st st e st et e st e et e saneeas 4
2.0.  INTRODUCTION....cctttitetteite ettt ettt ettt et e ste et st e e bt e teete e teesbesabeesbeenseenseenseessesnsesnsesseenseensen 4
2.1  The Positive impact of Literary Characters on Literature StUdents..........cceecveeeecieeeccciee e, 4
2.2. Positive Characters in the Plays: Oedipus the King and The Return of Mgofu ...........cccoceeeeienennneen. 5
2.3 Applicability of the positive impact of Literary CharaCters ...........cocoeverieenineneneineseseeeeeseeenee 9
CHAPTER THREE ...ttt bttt st s b et b e b ea et s bt sae et e st e bt e anenbesbeeneens 10
RESEARCH METHODS ...ttt ettt ettt ettt ettt e b e ettt et e beesbeesbe e b e ebeebeeneean 10
3.0 INEFOTUCTION. ...ttt b ettt b e s b e et e bt b e e e e nenaenes 10
3L STUAY ATBA ...ttt h sttt b e bt bbbt e bt e bbb e e bt bt b e s et e ne bt b et e s et nenaenn 10
3.2 STUAY POPUIALION.......ccuiiiieeieieciecteeee ettt ettt ettt e s teste e st e besteesaessesseeseessessesseessessessenssans 10
R IS 1 0] o] [ o X ] (=1 - W PRURU 11
3.4 Research to0lS and INSTIUMENTS ......c.couiiirieieieierier ettt 11
3.5 Validity and Reliability of the methods PropoSed ...........cccevererieiririnenieeeeerereee e 12
3.6 Proposed Data ANAlYSiS PrOCEAUIE.........c.eccviiiiieeietiee ettt eteie e ve et e e s teesaetestesssesessessaesaessesreennens 12
3.7 Ethical Considerations in the Proposed RESEAICH .........cccueveevieiieiieciecectesee e sre e sae e 12
3.8 LIMitations OF The STUAY ......cc.erueieieiiriisteieee ettt st n e nes 13



REFERENGCGES ... .ottt sttt s h e r e st a e e e m e e e snesr e eme e nesreeme s 14

AAPPENTIX Leciiite ettt sttt h bt e bt a e bt bR e s et a e bbbt et h e b et na et e s ene b naen 16
N o] 01T 401G TP 16
F AN o] o<1 a0 15 G 1 O UPPRI 16
RESEAICN TIMEIING ...ttt a et neen 17
RESEAICN BUAGET ... ettt b bbbt a e bbbt e bt sa e b et e e eseebentens 18



DECLARATION

| MAYENDE COLLINS ISRAEL declare that this research Proposal is my original work and has never been
published or submitted to any university or institution of higher learning for the award of a Degree in
Education.

Signature



APPROVAL
This research proposal will be under taken with my supervision and will be submitted to the
academic Board of the Faculty of Education and Science of Busitema University Uganda for the

award of a Bachelor’s Degree in Education.
SUPERVISOR

M/S KWAGALA OLIVIA



DEDICATION

| entirely dedicate this work to my beloved Mother Acham Ruth Isara for her selfless sacrifice that
enabled me make it to this point.To my dear Sister Nafuna Comfort Desire Rebecca , thank you
for being there and doing all you could to see to it that everything was in place,the resources
needed, the encouragement and above all the love and prayers. | also dedicate this work to my
Brother Wabwire Ronald for the inspiration by bringing the first degree home and provision in
terms of resources needed. Aunty Hope and Uncle Jimmy Ogwang, | shall forever be grateful for
your kindness and love. Grandma Hellen Akello , my Father Mayende Francis, Mkurunzi Selina
Ndizeye, Bro Collins Quansah and all other people | have not mentioned here, thank you so much
for supporting my Educational Journey up to this point. Above all, the Almighty God who has
brought me this far ,may His Name be Glorified Forever.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

| extend a vote of thanks to a number of people who unreservedly, contributed towards the
accomplishment of this research work. |1 would like also to acknowledge the assistance and the
role played by the following personalities to the successful completion of this study. | cannot say
exactly how grateful I am to my supervisor Madam Kwagala Olivia for her guidance in this study
was beyond measure. Thank you for providing me with professional advice, encouragement and

your time during the course of carrying out the study.

In the same way | would like to thank the Students , Teachers and School Management Committee
of Rubongi Army Secondary School and Rock High School for their valuable time and feedback.
They honestly filled the questionnaires and surely without their inputs, this study would not have
come to fruition. Lovely gratitude goes to my friends in the course who gave me the academic
materials and technical support during the course of my study. Thank you indeed for the trust and

cooperation.

MAY GOD BLESS YOU

Vi



ABSTRACT
The study is meant to investigate the positive impact of literary characters on Literature Students
in Tororo District. This will be done with specific reference to the Literature plays The Return of

Mgofu by Francis Imbuga and Oedipus the King by Sophocles

The researcher will seek opinions, responses and attitude from , teachers and Learners concerning

the positive impact of literary characters on Literature Students.

Case Study and Descriptive Research Design will be used through face to face discussions,

interview guides and questionnaires after which data will be collected from respondents.

Data collection will be analyzed by consensus which will be presented descriptively.

vii



CHAPTER ONE
1.0. INTRODUCTION

Literature in English is one of the oldest subjects to be introduced to the Ugandan school
Curriculum. It was introduced as soon as high school was introduced in the school system in
1959.1t is one of the principle subjects and it falls under Arts and Humanities.(Emmanuel
Okiria,Head of Department St Kizito SSS Bugolobi, Literature in English and General Paper.)

The subject comprises three genres namely; Prose and Poetry, Plays/Drama, and the Novel. The
subject is compulsory in the lower secondary and it becomes optional from S.3-S.6.1t is of great
importance to have Literature in English taught in schools though this is not the case in certain
Schools.

1.1. BACK GROUND OF THE STUDY.

Literature has mainly two functions i.e. Aesthetic and Ethical. The Aesthetic theory advocates
that art should be pleasant, beautiful to read or listen to and should exist for its own sake. The
Ethical approach insists on the usefulness of art to society therefore Art should have moral and
ethical issues. This research intends mainly to assess the ethical approach’s “positive impact of

Literary characters on Literature Students.”

Relating to the content and function of Literature, the most important roles of Literature involves
moral development.(Nie,2006).This view by Chinese Writer and Academician ZhenZhao Nie who
is Professor of English Literature and Comparative Literature at Central China Normal University,
highlights the key importance of Positive Literary characters-moral development.Nie,who is also
the founder of Ethical Criticism in China further says “Literature is historically contingent
presentation of ethics and morality and that reading Literature helps humans to reap moral

enlightenment and thus make better ethical choices.”

The study of Literature in English is not just for formality. Literature in English is more than just
a subject studied at School. Its has more vital aspects than just being studied for examination
purposes A number of Literary “Giants” have supported this view throughout the ages. The Great
Greek Philosopher, Plato in his book “The Republic” stresses that “ Poetry (Literature)should not
just offer pleasure. It should teach some morals should contribute to the knowledge. A poet should

also be a good Teacher.”



1.2. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Nie not only invites us to see the origin and function of Literature from an ethical perspective but
also illuminates the working mechanism of ethical literary critics and it’s terminology in detail
including ethical taboo, ethical identity...rational will, irrational will, natural will, free will
etc.(Shang,2013)

A good number of Secondary Schools do not teach Literature in English.Among the reasons for
this is that some Head Teachers as are afraid of spending too much money on purchasing literary
texts.However,a certain group of schools do not teach Literature because they don’t really see any
valuable return of investment and benefits to the students.

This is a big problem. In an era where parents are busy working day and night to make ends meet
thus having little or inadequate time to interact with their children. It’s imperative that all Schools
introduce and teach Literature in English. This will inculcate good reading habits and set a
foundation on which literary characters can have positive impact on the students.

THE PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

The general aim of the study is to analyze the positive impact of Literary Characters on Literature
Students.

1.3. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
By end of this study, the researchers seek to;

1. To analyze the positive impact of Literary characters on Literature Students.

2. Todiscover at least four positive characters in the plays The Return of Mgofu and Oedipus
the King.

3. To find out the applicability of the positive impact of Literary Characters.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

What are the positive impacts of Literary characters on Literature Students?
Who are the four positive literary characters in each of the two plays being analyzed?
How applicable are the positive aspects learnt by Literature Students?

wNE A



1.5. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

The significance of the study is to inform the public especially Secondary schools that don’t teach
Literature in English and other Stakeholders in the Education sector of the importance of teaching
Literature. This will perhaps act as an eye opener and catalyze the teaching of Literature in English

in more Secondary schools around Uganda,East Africa and World at large.

The results will be a win-win situation whereby more schools will adopt teaching Literature in
English and students will receive guidance and counseling through the positive impact of the

Literary characters they will encounter in Literature works.

1.6. THE SCOPE OF THE STUDY

The study will be carried out in two schools within Tororo Western sub-county in Tororo District
which is bordered by Mbale in East , Malaba to South , Busia to the West and Butaleja to the
North.

The schools under investigation will include;-
Rubongi Army Secondary School
Rock High School

These schools are representatives of the characteristics of others in terms of teaching and learning

of Literature in English Language.
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